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ABSTRACT 



SIlfeuY C A 93S43-5101 



This thesis records the results of a data-based analysis of 207 intrastate wars from 1945 
to 1995. The intent of developing this database was to statistically determine the 
involvement of indigenous peoples in violent rebellion since 1945. The hypothesis was that 
a definable group, indigenous peoples, had been active in civil strife out of all proportion to 
its numbers. This had not been seen as major theories categorized the insurgents of social 
revolutions and civil strife as peasants or ethnonations. The analysis starts with a descriptive 
assessment of who and where indigenous peoples are by establishing a working definition. 
Next, it identifies the statistically supportable regional and international trends of their 
participation in intrastate conflict. The ultimate goal of the thesis was to determine the 
percentage of intrastate wars in which indigenous peoples participated, their role in the war, 
and who they supported. Another goal accomplished was to establish a database on modem 
intrastrate conflict, which had not been done before. The conclusion was that indigenous 
peoples had indeed played a significant role in a large proportion of the world's intrastate 
conflicts since 1945. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



This thesis presents a data-based assessment of all revolutions from 1945 to 1995 - a 50 
year span. This assessment was carried out using the Intrastate Conflict Database (ICD), an 
original database developed by the author. Its purpose is to determine the percentage of violent 
civil conflicts in which indigenous peoples participated, their role, and who they supported. The 
database is simplistic in method, with only 36 datafields. The database contains 207 intrastate 
conflicts that have occurred, some of which are still ongoing. 

This study begins with an overview of explanations for twentieth century revolution. 
Rather than asking why revolution occurs, this study asks who made revolution. The general 
answer of most Marxists and non-Marxists has been that peasants make revolution. This analysis 
tries to determine whether indigenous peoples were lost in the category of peasants and if they 
played a significant role. First, the study establishes a working definition of the category 
indigenous peoples. Then, a world database for intrastate conflict since 1945 is constructed. 

The involvement of indigenous peoples both worldwide and regionally in revolution is 
determined next. It was found that indigenous peoples participated in 40.6 percent of the 207 
conflicts between 1945-1995. The goal and type of conflict were not dependent on the 
involvement of indigenous peoples, but the outcome was. When they participated, the state won 
only 33 percent of the time and the chances of the insurgents winning increased over five times. 
Thus, when indigenous peoples are involved either as primary or secondary players against the 
state, the insurgents are more difficult to defeat. 

Of the seven regions analyzed, only four contained enough data to allow for comparison. 
Furthermore, indigenous peoples participated in primarily three regions: Asia, Central and South 

xiii 



America, and Africa. As in the global analysis, there was no regional correlation between the 
goal of conflict and the participation of indigenous peoples. One region, the Middle East, did 
show a correlation with the type of conflict, where indigenous peoples only participated in either 
a guerrilla or insurrection conflict. Once again, the outcome was affected by the involvement of 
indigenous peoples in Africa, Central and South America, and Asia. 

The results presented in this study represent a first level assessment to exploring the 
involvement of indigenous peoples, which it turns out is out of all proportion to their numbers 
and power. The database demonstrates that the prevailing theories of revolution focusing on 
peasants and ethno-nations overlooked a critical player. It discovered that indigenous peoples 
are also soldiers of the revolution. 
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I. 



INTRODUCTION 



A. TWENTIETH CENTURY CONFLICT 

1. Focus on Peasants 

The twentieth century has been a century of revolution. The great body of 
analysis and explanation developed by Marxists and non-Marxists has focused on 
peasants as the primary soldiers of modem revolutions. The influential works of Eric 
Wolfs Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century, James C. Scott's The Moral Economy of 
the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in South East Asia, Samuel Popkin's The 

Rational Peasant: The Political Economy of Rural Society in Vietnam, Theda Skocpol's 
States and Social Revolution, Ted Robert Gurr's Why Men Rebel, and Chalmers Johnson's 
Revolutionary Change all point to peasant revolutions in the twentieth century. The 
Marxist victories, led by Mao Tse-tung Ho Chi Minh, has reinforced this view as much as 
the academic scholars mentioned above or the analysts of insurgency and 
counterinsurgency. The major competing theory of ethnonationalism has claimed that 
ethnonations, rather than the peasant class, have been the primary actors . 1 



1 Walker Connor, The National Question in Marxist-Leninst Theory and Strategy. (Princeton, New 
Jersey: Princeton University pfress, 1984), p. 5. Ted Robert Gurr in Minorities at Risk showed that the 
number of ethnic rebellions increased nearly fourfold between the period 1950-1955 and the years 1985- 
1989. 
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2. Purpose of Thesis 

The purpose of this thesis is not to examine why revolution occurs, but to make a 
contribution to its study by examining the role of a specific group in intrastate conflict — 
indigenous peoples. By constructing a database, I will examine the proposition that 
indigenous peoples have been the soldiers of revolution to a greater extent than their 
small numbers might lead one to believe. It is estimated that there are at least 250 million 
indigenous peoples worldwide, representing only 4.4 percent of the world's population. 2 
But they often occupy large, remote, and marginal areas. In fact one estimate is that 
indigenous peoples control 25 to 30 percent of the world's land surface. Yet at decisive 
moments, indigenous peoples have played crucial roles in some of the worlds major 
revolutions. For instance, the Miskitos in Nicaragua number only 10 percent of the 
population but occupy most of the Atlantic Coast, the eastern region, within Nicaragua. 3 
Their recruitment into the Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN) and Democratic 
Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE) was critical to the success of the Contra’s during the 



2 This figure does not include the distinct indigenous peoples of Africa because it is very difficult to 
determine which tribes are indigenous. However, this thesis attempts to include in the Intrastate Conflict 
Database those nations which are considered indigenous by experts. Another estimate is given by Ted 
Robert Gurr who states indigenous peoples are 10 percent of the world's population. Not knowning how he 
arrived at this figure, I cannot substantiate it. My figure of 4.4 percent is 250 million divided by the 1994 
World Urbanization Prospects figures from the United Nations. 

1 Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz, The Miskito Indians of Nicaragua. (London: Minority Rights Group, 1988), p. 
1 . 
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Nicaraguan Revolution. 4 In China, although the indigenous peoples number only a little 
over one percent of the population, they were mobilized along the long march and were a 
critical element to the success of the Chinese revolution. The Montagnard peoples of 
Vietnam and Laos were crucial to the efforts of both the revolutionaries and 
counterrevolutionaries. 

This thesis will first discuss who and where are indigenous peoples, then it 
proceeds to ask what the actual participation of this apparently marginal, powerless part 
of the world's population has been in violent protest and rebellion. The core of this thesis 
is a database which analyzed all intrastate conflict since 1945 to determine the percentage 
of wars in which indigenous peoples participated, their role, and who they supported. 
The Intrastate Conflict Database (ICD) was developed by the author. The databases' first 
purpose is descriptive. But this will result in its second purpose, which is to discover a 
new world which has been untouched and overlooked by prevailing theories and lost in 
the two terms peasants and ethno-nations. This thesis will show that indigenous peoples 
have been in violent protest and rebellion out of all proportion to their numbers or power. 
In that sense, this is a contribution to the question: who makes revolution? 



4 More than 3,000 Miskitos were recruited into the FDN, the northern Contra group, and approximately 
1,500 Indians and Creoles formed another armed resistance group, operating from bases in Costa Rica. 
These figures come from Nicaragua: A Country Study by James D. Rudolph, 1989. 
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B. INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 



1. General Description 

Indigenous peoples are descendants of groups which were in the territory of the 
country at the time when other groups of different cultures or ethnic origins arrived there. 
They are usually isolated from other segments of the country’s population and preserved 
the customs and traditions of their ancestors. All of them were colonized and 
marginalized and, in the processes accompanying colonization and decolonization, lost 
their rights as peoples to control their own cultural, economic, political and social 
development. All indigenous groups are ethno-nations, some may be peasants in the 
strict sense of the definition as participants in family based, small scale agriculture. 5 

2. Definition 

It has thus far proved impossible to arrive at a commonly accepted definition of 
"indigenousness." 6 But in fact all important terms in politics are contested. Our task is to 
arrive at a working definition. One of the most widespread definitions is that of ILO 
Convention 169. This Convention states that a "people" are considered indigenous either 
because they are the descendants of those who lived in the area before colonization or 
because they have maintained their own social, economic, cultural, and political 

5 Teodor Shanin in The Awkward Class: Political Sociology of Peasantry in a Developing Society: 
Russia 1910-1925 defines "the peasantry as consisting of small agricultural producers who, with the help of 
simple equipment and the labour of their families, produce mainly for their own consumption and for the 
fulfillment of obligations to the holders of political and economic power." 

6 Hannum, Hurst, Autonomy. Sovereignty, and Self-Determination: The Accommodation of 

Conflicting Rights . (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1992), p. 88. 
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